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Inequality of Achievement: Clas:

Sociologists have investigated how social class affects how well people do at school. The middle classes do better th
working classes, but the upper classes don’t seem to get a mention. Probably posh schools refuse to let grubby socic

 Class tends

1) Pubils from professional backgrounds are significhtl ely
to enter higher education than those from unskilled backgrounds.

2) Pupils from middle class backgrounds are more likely to study A-Levels,
whereas working class pupils are more likely to take vocational subjects.

3) Pupils from disadvantaged backgrounds are more likely to leave

school at 16 and less likely to start school being able to read. -
I wonder if class affects ho

4) Pupils from unskilled backgrounds on average achieve lower scores on SATs ywell yousds in & schosl GF 8

and in GCSEs and are more likely to be placed in lower streams or bands.

Eysenck (1971) and Saunders (1996) have suggested the relative intelligence levels of different social groups accour
differences in educational attainment. But it’s very difficult to isolate whether IQ or social factors are the key to ach
Some sociologists think that 1Q tests are culturally biased, and measure things that middle class kids are more likely

s Inside School

1) Negative labelling of students can lead to a self-fulfilling prophecy of failure.
Becker (1971) and Keddie (1973) say that teachers tend to evaluate pupils in terms
of an ideal student, by looking at appearance, personality, speech and social class.

2) Negative labelling can mean students get put into lower streams or bands. Ball (1981) found that
the pupils in the top bands were from higher social classes. Teachers had higher expectations of
them and they were taught in different ways. Keddie found that pupils from middle class
backgrounds tended to be in the top stream, and get access to higher levels of knowledge.

3) As a response to negative labelling and frustration with low status, pupils may form anti-school
subcultures. Hargreaves (1975) found that those in the bottom streams were more likely to be
non-conformist. Woods (1983) responded by saying that there are lots of different reactions to
school, but non-conformist reactions were more likely to come from working-class students.

These explanations are useful when looking at day to day experiences in schools. The problem is that they don’t
explain how factors outside of school (e.g. poverty, cultural deprivation) can influence achievement.

Labelling theory is also too deterministic — it says that once you're negatively labelled that’s it, you'll fail.
This isn't always the case. Pupils can resist negative labelling, and work extra hard to prove the teacher wrong.

The theory of material Vdeprivation says that economic'b(‘iv‘él; i;wa.ky)igwfc,:d'r in achievement at school.
1) In 1997, the Joseph Rowntree Foundation classified one in ten children as poor — which was defined
as being in a family that couldn’t afford at least three things other families took for granted.

2) Halsey (1980) found that the most important factor preventing working
class students staying on at school was lack of financial support.

3) Douglas (1964) found that children in unsatisfactory living conditions (poor housing, lack of nutritious
food, overcrowding) didn’t do very well in ability tests compared to kids from comfortable backgrounds.

4) Unemployment or low income means less money for books, the Internet and school trips. Low income
families can’t afford nurseries and private schools and they can't afford to support their kids through uni.

5) Poverty and unsatisfactory living standards may cause health problems and absence from school.
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The theory of cultural deprivation says that working class culture and parenting aren’t aimed at educational success

1) Douglas (1964) thought level of parental interest was the most important factor affecting achievement.
Middle class parents are more likely to visit schools for open evenings. Bear in mind that working class parer
may not go to open evenings because they work inconvenient shifts — not because they aren't interested.

2) Some sociologists say that working class kids don’t have the knowledge and values that help achievement.
Museum visits, books and parental knowledge of education may help middle class pupils to succeed.

3) Some styles of parenting emphasise the importance of education more than others.

SecTioN Six — EDUCATION





[image: image2.jpg]%3

Inequality of Achievement: Class

sociologists say

Swsarman (1970) said that pupils from non-manual ba gr unds and manual bac g‘ru‘n’s have different outlooks.
5 pupils from manual backgrounds lived for immediate gratification. The pupils from non-manual backgrounds
were ambitious and deferred their gratification — they invested time in studying and planned for the future.

Hyman (1967) said that the values of the working-class are a self-imposed barrier to improving .\, ,, , ,,,,
“eir position. He said that the working-class tend to place a low value on education. ~ ethnocentric = believing
“your group/nation/culture-
: , Is superior to others. =
///i‘//\‘\“\\\\‘\'(\\\\\
wterial and cultural deprivation theories don’t explain how factors inside school affect achievement. *

| deprivation theory generalises a lot about differences between middle class and working class life.
ores working class families who do place a high value on education, and tends to assume that working class
lies have no culture at all, or that working class culture can’t be relevant to school. This is ethnocentric.

method may be unsound, e.g. attending parents’ evenings might not be a good measure of parental interest.

Basil Bernstein (1970) found that woringﬁcs u1l in the East End of London weren’t comfortable with the style
o language required by school. They used a restricted code — short forms of speech.

Middle class students knew how to use the same elaborated code as the teachers — a much more wordy style of
speech with everything made very explicit. In terms of language, the working class kids were at a disadvantage.

=n's theory is criticised for painting with a very broad brush.
* are linguistic variations within the middle class and within the working class.

%= deprivation theorists have developed Bernstein’s ideas to say working class speech patterns are
Labov (1973) disagrees, arguing that the elaborated speech code is just different, not better.
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st Bourdieu said sct

Bourdieu (1967, 1974) reckons middle class students are at an advantage because they have
the right kind of “cultural capital” — the right language, skills, knowledge and attitudes.

He thought that the more cultural capital you have, the more successful you'll be in
education — and he believed that working class pupils don’t have access to cultural capital.
Middle class families pass on cultural capital and expectations

from parents to children. This is cultural reproduction.

Sourdieu said that working class pupils knew the system was biased against them,
so they left school rather than staying on in further and higher education.

ieu was criticised for being too deterministic — not all working class students fail, even if they lack cultural capital.

w8 Halsey (1980) found that material factors are more important than cultural factors. Pupils may feel they have to get a
b 25 soon as possible after leaving school. Nowadays, tuition fees may discourage pupils from going on to university.

Give two facts about social class and educational achievement.

Name two factors inside school that explain the links between social class and achievement.

For Halsey, what was the most important factor preventing working class students staying on at school?
Briefly outline the findings of Sugarman’s 1970 research into class attitudes to education.

Who initially used the term “cultural capital”?

Question

Outline and assess the view that the education system is biased against working class pupils. (60 marks)

edijate gratification sounds good to me...

' quick word of warning. In the exam you could get a question like “Assess how factors inside and outside school affect levels
wevement”. This is a very broad question. You'd need to look at home and school factors for ethnicity, gender AND class.
i means you'd need to have revised pages 74-77 as well as these two pages. So get on with it.





